VILLAGE  ACCOUNTS                     m
But this is only one side of his work. His records not only comprise the data upon which the Government revenue is apportioned,, but also the intricate rights of the villagers among one another. For example, the landlords who do not cultivate the land themselves, but let it out to tenants, would be hard put to it to calculate the rent due to them were it not for the village accountant. The tenantry among themselves would never know how much land precisely they held, and what rent would be due to the landlords, were it not for the village accountant. Again, the landlords themselves are a petty class, and cultivate some fields as owners and others as tenants to other landlords, equally petty with themselves. The result is that the same men would be from one point of view the landlords, and from another the tenants. Sometimes they get quite mixed up as to which land they hold and in what capacity, and what rent they should pay and to whom. And it is here that the village accountant comes in to solve the difficulties.w^
Again, the village, as a whole, has certain common expenses. In the days when the village was a living organism, with the directing force within itself, the common expenses were numerous. If its balance-sheet was ever committed to paper in those days, and could now be unearthed, it would doubtless be found to be rankly socialistic. In the modern village, with its disintegrated life, its absentee "co-sharers" and its banker land-